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2017 INDUSTRY COMMITTEES’ PRIORITY ISSUES

AGRO-CHEMICAL 

The Committee would like to express its appreciation 

to the Bureau of Animal and Plant Health Inspection 

and Quarantine (BAPHIQ) and the Taiwan Agricultural 

Chemicals and Toxic Substances Research Institute 

(TACTRI), both under the Executive Yuan’s Council 

of Agriculture, and other government departments for 

continuing to actively investigate the market in illegal 

pesticides to ensure that the rights and interests of legal 

vendors and the health of Taiwan’s residents are protected. 

The Committee also commends BAPHIQ and TACTRI for 

simplifying the crop-extension process for products with 

the same active ingredients but with a different formulation 

or content. The measure will help significantly reduce the 

resources required by vendors for crop extension applications, 

as well as provide greater convenience to farmers. 

In addition, the Committee appreciates the robust 

measures implemented by BAPHIQ for managing highly 

toxic pesticides to prevent misuse, and pledges to provide the 

initiative with its full cooperation and support. Moreover, 

we would like to thank TACTRI for establishing the “Health 

Venue” at the 2016 Sea of Flowers Festival to promote the 

safe use of pesticides and to correct public misconceptions 

about them. 

The new pesticide registration system has now been 

implemented for seven years. With the active assistance 

of BAPHIQ and TACTRI, all vendors are on course and 

will gradually finish the registration of new products. To 

fully perfect the new system, however, some additional 

measures are needed. Below, the Committee provides its 

recommendations for the government’s reference on how to 

accomplish that goal. 

Other issues raised this year concern establishing domestic 

measures for products with import tolerance approval, 

extending the protection period for registered data and 

for products aimed at minor crops, amending the Agro-

pesticide Labeling Act, and revising the law prohibiting GM 

ingredients in school meals. 

The Committee sincerely hopes that the competent 

authorities will accept our suggestions so as to promote the 

introduction of safer and greener new products to maximize 

the interests of consumers and the Taiwan agricultural sector, 

and to strengthen environmental protection and food safety 

to ensure the health of all those living in Taiwan. 

S ugges t ion 1: Q u ick l y complete d r a f t ing t he 
“Guidelines for Pest Investigation in Field Trials” for 
major crop diseases, pests, and weeds in Taiwan.

The competent authorities have finished drafting 

“Guidelines for Pest Investigation in Field Trials” for 

some crops, but the Committee urges them to complete 

the guidelines for the remaining major crops as early as 

possible to lower the workload for both applicants and the 

authorities and to accelerate the review of trial protocols. 

The Committee requests that the competent authorities set up 

a definite schedule for completion of the Guidelines. 

S u gg e s t i o n 2 : E s t a b l i s h d om e s t i c m e a s u r e s 
for products with import tolerance approval so 
that products with the same registered effective 
ingredients can be used in the same local crops.

Although an efficacy report is now required for import 

tolerance applications, necessary related measures have 

not yet been established. Because the documents required 

for the import tolerance application (including the efficacy 

report) are the same as the documents required for the 

expanded domestic registration application, we suggest that 

the authorities handle approval of the domestic registration 

and the import tolerance application at the same time. 

Otherwise, domestic and imported products having the same 

registered active ingredients cannot legally be used in the 

same local crops, and the confusion may inadvertently cause 

some farmers to break the law. The Committee looks to the 

competent authorities to solve this problem by amending the 

relevant regulations.

Suggestion 3: Extend the protection period for 
registered data and for products for minor crops. 
3.1 Protection period for registered data. We appreciate 

that BAPHIQ included our suggestion for extending 

the protection period for registered data from eight 

years to 10 in the draft amendment of the “Agro-

pesticide Management Act,” which was submitted for 

approval to the Legislative Yuan on July 22, 2016. In 

order to spur investment in the registration of more new 

products with low risk and high efficacy for the benefit of 

Taiwanese agriculture, the Committee urges the Council 

of Agriculture to encourage the Legislative Yuan to 

complete the legislative process as soon as possible for 

the sake of early implementation of the protection-period 

extension. 

3.2 Registration period for products for minor crops. 

Currently, registered data is protected for 10 years in 

the United States but another three years is provided 

for products for minor crops. We suggest that Taiwan 

encourage vendors to register products for minor crops 

by following the U.S. model in extending the protection 

period.
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Suggestion 4: Amend the law to require that labels 
include a pesticide’s mode of action number.   

The Committee is concerned about the increasingly 

serious problem of pesticide resistance and believes that 

supplementary legal measures are needed, in addition to 

strengthened training of farmers, in order to effectively 

mitigate pesticide resistance. Our suggestion is to amend the 

Agro-pesticide Labeling Act to require that pesticides’ mode 

of action number be listed on labels. Making it easier for 

farmers to recognize the mode of action will help mitigate the 

problem of pesticide resistance.

Suggestion 5: Allow GM ingredients to be used in 
school meals.

The Committee, the competent authorities, and the public 

all care deeply about the safety of school food. However, 

Article 23 of the School Health Act (SHA) as amended and 

implemented in 2015 – prohibiting schools from using raw 

or fresh foods that contain genetically modified ingredients 

or primary products made with them – was adopted 

without solid scientific evidence and eliminates GMO foods 

accredited by the Ministry of Health and Welfare (MOHW) 

from the approval list. For those reasons, and because the 

law is inconsistent with Taiwan’s obligations as a member of 

the World Trade Organization (WTO), the Committee urges 

reconsideration of this measure.

5.1 F o l l o w W T O n o t i f i c a t i o n p r o c e d u r e s b e f o r e 

implementing legislation concerning international trade. 

In accordance with Article 7 of the WTO’s Agreement on 

the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures 

(“the SPS Agreement”), Taiwan as a WTO member 

is obliged to give notification of any changes in SPS 

regulations. Article 23 of SHA banning GM ingredients 

and primary processed products in school meals for food 

safety considerations directly impacts Taiwan’s import 

trade. Consequently the government has an obligation to 

notify the WTO’s SPS Committee of this change.

5.2 Revise SHA Article 23 to remove the ban on GM 

ingredients and primary processed products in school 

meals. Articles 2.2 and 5.1 of the SPS Agreement require 

sufficient scientific evidence and the conducting of 

risk assessments for all SPS measures that may affect 

international trade. Taiwan’s ban on GM ingredients 

and primary processed products in school meals should 

not have been implemented without going through that 

process. Further, the health risk assessment regarding 

all GM ingredients to be used for food processing was 

conducted and approved by the MOHW. Many items 

allowed under that assessment are banned by Article 23 

of SHA.  The law should therefore be amended to remove 

the ban on GM ingredients and primary processed 

products in school meals, and adequate scientific 

consultations and risk assessment mechanisms should 

be established within the legislative process to safeguard 

Taiwan’s reputation for adhering to a science-based 

approach in setting regulations.

5.3 Avoid legislation that imposes quantitative restrictions 

on imported products, discriminating between imported 

and domestic products. In banning GM ingredients and 

primary processed products in school meals, Article 

23 of SHA discriminates against imported agricultural 

products as the supply of GM ingredients in Taiwan relies 

completely on import trade. As a result, this measure may 

constitute an import restriction that contravenes Articles 

XI:1 and III:4 of the General Agreement on Tariffs and 

Trade (GATT), to which Taiwan is a party.
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